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HE STUMBLED OUT OF 
THE SMOKE OF BATTLE, } 
TOO SHOCKED TO FEEL 
FEAR, TOO CONFUSED TO 
KNOW HIS OWN NAME .- 
WHAT TERRIBLE EVENTS 
HAD REDUCED A TOUGH 
SERGEANT GLIDER PILOT 
TO SUCH A CONDITION 
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IT WAS THE LAST GREAT AIRBORNE ACTION 

OF THE WAR ~~THE CROSSING OF THE RIVER € 
RHINE. THEY SPILLED OUT OF THE 

MASSED ARMADA OF DAKOTAS LIKE 

SO MANY SEEDS IN THE WIND ... 


LE 


ee Jae ar 
UH Teed DRE Ne EEE 


THEY ERUPTED FROM THE SHATTERED 
‘FUSELAGES OF THE GLIDERS, GUNS IN HANDS, 
KEEN EYES SEARCHING FOR THE ENEMY, FOR 
THEY WERE NOW IN GERMANY. 
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AND BECAUSE THIS WAS, INDEED, GERMANY, 
THE NAZIS FOUGHT BACK SAVAGELY, 
STRIVING TO DESTROY THIS ALLIED 
FOOTHOLD ON THE SOIL OF THE 
FATHERLAND . 


ACHTUNG ! 
MORE BRITISH 
PARACHUTE 
TROOPS / WIPE 

THEM OUT / 


BUT THE AIRBORNE TROOPS WERE COME f 
NOT TO BE DENIED. THE TASTE OF ON, CHAPS. 
VICTORY WAS IN THEIR MOUTHS INTO °EM/ 
AND, SHOULDER TO SHOULDER, THEY 7 

FOUGHT !T OUT WITH THE ENEMY. 
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eae IT’S ALL BEEN DONE 
FOR US HERE! STRAIGHT 

ON ~~WE'VE GOT TO PASS 
THROUGH THE AIRBORNE TO 
REACH OUR OBJECTIVES / 


THE SECTION OF A FAMOUS RIFLE BAB WwatTcH 


REGIMENT WERE VETERANS, {T/ THERE’S 
SCHOOLED IN THE ART OF STAYING # MOVEMENT IN 


ALIVE . Z ZB fp & THAT SMOKE! % 


= ooo 
ees DE: 
LBM > 
— 
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SUDDENLY, THE BRITTLE. | THOUGHT SO/ SURE ,SAR'NT «~~ 
RATTLE OF AN AUTOMATIC Sb age ST FILA 


WEAPON SOUNDED THROUGH 
THE SMOKE AND BULLETS 
SLASHED ABOUT THEM. 


SWIFTLY, THE SERGEANT CANCELLED 
HIS ORDER ~~ THAT CRACKLE OF 
FIRE AAO SOUNDED LIKE A STEN 


HEY / YOU OUT 
THERE / WALK IN ~~ 
WE'LL GIVE YOU 


MM, 





THE RIFLEMEN GRIPPED THEIR 
WEAPONS AND WAITED. SECONDS 
TICKED BY REMORSELESSLY... 


Rie 


MOVEMENT ~~ 
LOOKS LIKE 
ONE MAN... 


WATCH IT / 

| KNOW THESE 
CURSED NAZIS 
AND THEIR TRICKS. 
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THEN, A MAN LURCHED FROM THE 
SMOKE. HE FLUNG ASIDE. 

THE STEN HE RIED AND <4 

STUMBLED TOWARDS THEN || oy me 
HN \ 





STONE me / 
IT'S A GLIDER 
~ PILOTS 





SHOOT US IN 
A THE BACK / 
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THE SECTION SERGEANT SENT TWO MEN 

WITH FIXED BAYONETS BACK WITH THE JUST WALKING 
MAN IN THE LEATHER FLYING JACKET. YOU SAY > 
> STRANGE ... 





OT FZ & 


| 
y 


ATE 


O BE A JERRY, SIR. Y 
HE CERTAINLY O/0 
SHOOT AT US... 


SERGEANT LAUREN 
VINCENT ~~ IS THAT 
YOU > WELL... 

SPEAK UP / 


THING ~~ 
OR CAW'7T- 7 
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BACK TO A CASUALTY CLEARING 
STATION ... : ~ Re 


IF YOU’RE HE ISN’T 
NOT WHO YOU CLAIMING TO 
CLAIM TO BE,» 

CHUM, YOU'LL 
PROBABLY END 


THE MEDICAL 

OFFICER LOOKED VINCENT ~~ | THINK YOU CAN 
WITH DIFFERENT HEAR ME. WE HAVE PLENTY OF 
EYES ON THE CASES LIKE YOU, SOMETIMES 


MAN OF MYSTERY. 
SHOCK. WE CAN HELP YOU~~ 
DO YOU UNDERSTAND ? 
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SLOWLY, THE MAN ON THE BED 
TURNED AND STARED AT THE 
MAJOR WITH EYES FILLED WITH 

A GREAT AND ENDURING HORROR. 


PVE BEEN ON TO YOUR 
UNC. FROM WHAT THEY 
| SAY, YOU SEEM TO BE 

I PAURENCE VINCENT RIGHT 

| ENOUGH. NOW PM GOING TO 
ASK YOU A QUESTION~-AN 
IMPORTANT QUESTION. “N 










LISTEN, SERGEANT 
VINCENT ~~ 00 


AND SERGEANT VINCENT [ ———— 
SCREAMED / = 
f £ : oo ~ 


4 O10ON'7- 
MEAN TO 
ALL YOU 4 
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12 

SWEAT POURED FROM HIS TAUT FACE RELAX, SERGEANT / YOUR 

AS HIS BATTLE-DEADENED MIND WAS MEMORY IS RETURNING. 
BUT TRY TO REMAIN 


SHOCKED INTO REMEMBRAKCE ..-- 
CALM ~~NO MATTER HOW 
STRONGLY YOU FEEL / 


AS MEMORIES GHOSTED BACK TO LARRY 
VINCENT, HE SLUMPED BACK IN THE BED, HIS 
EXHAUSTED BODY CLAMOURING FOR SLEEP~~BUT 
HIS TORTURED MIND WOULD ALLOW HIM: NO REST. 


RELAX ~~ THAT’S WHAT 
YY THEY ALL SAID, ALL THE 
INSTRUCTORS. | REMEMBER ~~ 
| REMEMBER BILL WRIGHT, 
AND JOCK STANDISH, 
AND CRASH" CHARLTON... 
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THOSE EARLY DAYS IN THE GLIDER 
PILOT REGIMENT WERE HAPPY, AS SOON AS HE’S DOWN, 
CAREFREE ONES WITH HIS FRIENDS. WHAT SAY WE GO INTO THE 
MERACS a WE’RE OFF 
U see 


SURE THING, JOCK ! 
| COULD DO WITH A 
BIT_OF EXCITEMENT 
RIGHT NOW... 













THE FOUR SERGEANTS HAD FORMED 
A TIGHT TEAM OF FRIENOSHIP. THEY 
WENT EVERYWHERE TOGETHER ... 


IT WAS OECENT OF YOU 
LADS TO WAIT_FOR ME. 
THAT GLIDER FLEW LIKE 
A BRICK... 







e 


OH, AYE / ANDY’S 
NEARLY AS BIG A 
GLIDER WRECKER AS 
YOU ARE, CRASH / 





GET AWAY WITH 
YOU, ANDY! YOU’VE GOT 
f CARTHORSE HANDS AND_, 
N FEET ON THE CONTROLS: /g 
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THERE WAS NO NEED TO SPEAK OF 
THEIR COMRADESHIP. EACH ONE KNEW 
esq THAT THE OTHERS WOULD FIGHT AND, 
64 IF_ NECESSARY, DIE FOR HIM IN THE 
Be) HEAT OF BATTLE ... 


1 i OGE 
es =n Y ETAT 
SO LONG AS —e ‘ SOME JERRIES... 


BRIEFING FOR THE OPERATION WAS NOT 

LONG DELAYED AND EXCITEMENT FILLED YOU WERE 

THE FOUR SERGEANT GLIDER PILOTS, AN RIGHT, LARRY. 

EXCITEMENT THAT MOUNTED WHEN THEY ]\ WE'RE OFF / 

LEARNED THEY WERE GOING OVERSEAS. ! Seine IKE 


AS A GLIDER, 
WRECKER, ANDY . 
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THE CHEERFUL BANTER OF THE FOUR SERGEANTS 
CONTINUED THROUGH THE SEA VOYAGE AND THE 
BRIEF PERIOD OF PREPARATION IN NORTH AFRICA. 


/ J HOSE YANK \YOTHEY’LL BE A 
PILOTS SAE A \ RIGHT THEY'LL HAVE 
BIT DODGY. } TO BE, ELSE WE'LL 
THEY RE SUFFER FOR IT/ 
GREEN... 








CHEER UP. 
MON ~~WE’LL i 
IN ACTION_IN A 
COUPLE OF DAYS ! 


AT LAST THE GREAT MOMENT CAME AND 
THE HUGE ARMADA OF TUGS AND. GLIDERS 
LIFTED OFF THE DESERT AIRFIELDS. 

ITS DESTINATION ~~S/C/LY,Z4 


Wy ih 





A GRIM ELATION FILLED LARRY 
VINCENT. NOW HE WOULD PUT 

INTO PRACTICE THE FRUITS OF 
MONTHS OF TOUGH TRAINING... 





THEN THE SKY FILLED WITH THE WICKED BURSTS 
OF NAZI FLAK. GLIDERS AND TUGS LURCHED 
S. 
LEP 
THEY’RE KNOCKING 
US OUTTA THE SKY in 
LIKE SITTING DUCKS“ /¢ 


WE’LL HAVE 
TO SLIP THE 
TOW! WE 

HAVEN’T A 

CHANCE / 
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FLURRIED BY FIERCE HEADWINDS AND THE VIOLENT 
CONCUSSION OF ENEMY FLAK, THE INEXPERIENCED 
TUG PILOTS RELEASED THEIR TOWS ~~AND THE 
aes SLID FREE,MILES FROM THE SICILIAN 


E... 
Go0o GRIEF! 
HE’S SLIPPED. US/ 
WE’RE TOO FAR 
our / 


THEN THE GLIDERS WERE STRUGGLING 
DESPERATELY TO KEEP AIRBORNE AS IF . 
THEY WERE GREAT, WOUNDED BIRDS. MANY 
OID NOT MAKE IT... 
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TO LARRY VINCENT, THE SEA SEEMED TO 
REACH UP HUNGRILY FOR HIS FRAIL CRAFT. 


HALF-A-MILE TO 1 
GO! GOT TO MAKE IT. 
IF ONLY t COULD FIND 

AN UP-ORAUGHT..-. 


THE CREW OF THE ANTI-TANK GUN LARRY VINCENT WAS FIGHTING 
THAT WAS THE CARGO OF LARRY’S THE CONTROLS WITH EVERY 
GLIDER WAITED WITH MOUNTING FEAR VESTIGE OF SKILL HE 

FOR THE CRUSHING SHOCK OF IMPACT. POSSESSED. 


WITH THE WAVES ... 

Hee’ {NG ENOUGH | 

HoCS nied HANG ON~~IT'LL BE A 

THE DRINK, Py SERGEANT P BUMPY LANDING / 

ANY MINUTE! JES. 
Z A AWEULLY 

Yay CLOSE TO . 
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THE HORSA SKIMMED THE 
SHORELINE BY FEET ONLY 

z| AND PLOUGHED INTO THE 
mre | LONELY BEACH . 


WINGS WERE TORN OFF, FUSELAGE RIPPED ASUNDER BY 
THE FORCE OF THE IMPACT. MIRACULOUSLY, APART FROM 
CUTS AND BRUISES, THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES. 


WE MADE IT / 
WE’RE DOWN / 
BUT WHAT A 
MESS / WE'RE 
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THEN THEIR GAZE WAS JERKED THAT'S ANDY / PUT 
UPWARDS AS ANOTHER HORSA HER DOWN SAFELY, 
SWISHED IN LOW... ANDY, BOY ~~GENTLY 





OGES IT...wows 


“ 


ANDY HOLLING MIGHT NOT BE THE BEST 
GLIDER PILOT IN THE REGIMENT, BUT 
NOW THAT HE WAS UP AGAINST IT, HE 
WHMADE A PERFECT LANDING. 
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| SURPRISED \ 
MYSELF, LARRY / 
WHAT DO 


WERE MILES FROM —< 
OUR RENDEZVOUS AND 
THERE ARE GERMANS 

IN THE WAY~~BUT THAT’S 
WHERE WE’LL MAKE FOR, 
JUST THE SAME / 


THE AIRBORNE WERE THE SPEARHEAD OF THE 
ALLIED INVASION ~~ AND THERE WOULD BE NO 
SITTING ON THE SIDELINES FOR THEM. 


NOW OUR REAL WORK 
BEGINS, LARRY. FLYING ANDY'S_ RIGHT ! 
GLIDERS IS ONLY A THAT'S THE 
PART OF IT. WHEN WE REAL TESTING 
BUMP INTO THE TIME / 
WEHRMACHT WE’LL 
REALLY BEGIN TO 
EARN OUR PAY... 
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THE TESTING TIME WAS EVEN NEARER THAN LARRY VINCENT HAD 
IMAGINED. A SUDDEN, LETHAL. BURST _OF SPANDAU FIRE LASHED 
ACROSS THE ROAD ~~AND LARRY WAS THE FIRST TO RE-ACT. 


SPANDAU! TAKE COVER! 
GET THE BREN GOING 


THERE! SNAP IT UP / x 
5 ; 








\ 
Why CHE 
ohfK WPS = 
SG " Uy yar rte Mtr, 
eS 9 A “a 
BaF 6 


Za 
ss 
9 


THE SPANDAU’S BRUTAL 
LETS 


Py, 
ai anes 


tA 


Z 
ZZ 


AP a. 





= 
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THE BREN AND RIFLES WERE ALREADY POUNDING OUT A FIERCE REPLY! 
TO THE ENEMY MACHINE GUNS. Z 


THE LIEUTENANT’S oa i 
BOUGHT IT/ IT?S : Yas WE'VE GOT TO ~ 
UP TO US NOW, ee Sees NAIL THAT SPANDAU !i 
; / a 7? OTHERWISE THE t 
7 JERRIES CAN PiN US 
DOWN HERE WHILE 

THEY SEND A 
FLANK PARTY TO 

TAKE us / 








ANDY HOLLING HAD AT ONCE ANXIOUS MOMENTS DRAGGED PAST 
FALLEN INTO THE COOL AS THE SPANDAU KEPT UP ITS 
PROFESSIONALISM OF THE FEROCIOUS SNARL. AND THE 

BORN FIGHTING MAN. HAMMERING BREN REPLIED... 


WE'LL OUTFLANK .THEM FIRST, 
LARRY / KEEP THE BREN GOING ~~ 
MAKE ?EM KEEP THEIR HEADS 
DOWN / THEN WE’LL LOB IN a 
FEW MILLS THIRTY: SIXES / 


wo” THEY'VE GOT US 
B/colbe- 


ON, ANDY ~~YOU’VE 
) GOT TO DO IT i 
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? ay SN S| AT THAT MOMENT, SHADOWY FIGURES 

es (e ROSE BEHIND THE’ SPANDAU NEST ~~ 
US t wee 






BUT THAT CRY OF WARNING 
BECAME A_ DESPERATE 

s WAIL OF DESPAIR AS THE 
GRENADES EXPLODED... 
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: Bi TO SERGEANT LARRY VINCENT, 
THAT ABRUPT EXPLOSION AND 
THE INSTANT SILENCE OF THE 
SPANDAU pe aa THE END 
OF THE ACTION. 





BUT NOT ALL. THE NAZIS IN THAT AMBUSH HAD BEEN WIPED OUT. THE 
SIGHTS OF MAUSERS AND SCHMEISSERS WERE BEING LAID ON THE 


UNWARY AIRBORNE TROOPS. 
GET THOSE TOMMIES 


IN THE DITCH / PLL 
SMASH ERE | BOMBERS 
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AS IN A NIGHTMARE, ANOY HOLLING SAW THE 
FRUITS OF HIS SWIFT AND HEROIC ACTION 
THROWN AWAY... 


wo’ wol 
YOU IDIOT, 


(ISNPT ALL 
OVER YET / 


LARRY’S PART WITH 
HIS: LIFE. 
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HORRIFIED BY THE THOUGHT OF HIS 
UNTHINKING ACTION, LARRY TRAVIS LED 
HIS MEN IN A FURIOUS, SUICIDAL 
CHARGE AT THE AMBUSHERS . 


Sep = 







BUT REVENGE, HOWEVER COMPLETE, /#aNe 
COULD NOT BRING BACK ANDY ay 
HOLLING FROM THE OEAD... \ 






| MLL SOCK AND 
CRASH SAY > 
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Chapter 3. Victim of Fate 


SO WAS THE SICILIAN YOU CAN’T BLAME YOURSELF, 
CAMPAIGN OPENED FOR f LARRY! IT WAS THE NATURAL 
LARRY VINCENT WITH THING TO DO. ANYWAY, IT 
ACTION AND STARK “| SOUNDS AS THOUGH ANDY 
TRAGEDY. CRASH DIDN’T WIPE OUT THE 
AMBUSH_ PROPERLY 

\IN THE FIRST PLACE. Z&% 


























THE NATURAL THING 
TO. DO, CRASH ~~ YES. 
BUT THE WRONG THING, 
AS I(T TURNED OUT / 


GREY, BITTER AND EXHAUSTED, Z WHAT ABOUT 

THE SURVIVORS OF THE GLIDER JOCK STANDISH 

PILOT REGIMENT HAD RETURNED} AND ALL THE 

TO THEIR NORTH AFRICAN BASE.}| OTHERS WHO DION'T | REACH LAND, 
COME BACK P IT AFTER ALL. IF 
WAS SHEER MURDER /! HAON'T, ANOY 
THE WAY WE WERE MIGHT STILL 

OROPPED OFF... BE ALIVE... 
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THE JEEP SWIRLED. IN A CLOUD OF DUST INTO THE 
COURTYARD HOUSING THE GLIOER PILOTS. THERE 
A SURPRISE AWAITED THEM .-- 


Jock / BY THUNDER, 

BUT WE’RE GLAD TO SEE 

YOU / WE THOUGHT YOu'D 
BOUGHT IT / 


NO THANKS TO THOSE} 
NITWIT PILOTS | DION? T / 
THE NAVY PICKED ME UP 
WHEN I'D DRUNK HALF THE 
MED. WHERE’S ANDY > 





JOCK STANDISH REMEMBERED HE 
WAS THE FRIEND OF LARRY 
VINCENT AS MUCH AS HE HAD 

BEEN OF ANDY HOLLING. 


NO, LARRY ~-~DON'T 
BLAME YOURSELF. 


THE GRIM STORY WAS SOON 
TOLD. LARRY. VINCENT STARED 
UNCERTAINLY AT JOCK STANDISH, 
FEARFUL OF THE WAY HIS FRIEND 
WOULD TAKE THE DREAD NEWS. 





DOESN'T HAND OUT 


JUST THE ROTTEN SECOND CHANCES. 


‘ 


AND WE'LL, 





STICK Ir OUT! 
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THEY TALKED THE INCIDENT OVER AGAIN 
AND AGAIN ~~ AND NEITHER STANDISH NOR 
CHARLTON COULD BLAME TRAVIS, FOR 
EACH KNEW HE COULD HAVE MADE THE 
SAME MISTAKE. : 


CAPTAIN EVANS DOESN'T Loo! 
TOO HAPPY ABOUT GOING 
BACK TO BLIGHTY. ; 


HE LOST A KID BROTHER “SY 
IN. THE LAST. D0 ~-AWO HE 
KNOWS WE’RE IN FOR MORE ¥ 
TROUBLE AS SOON AS WE’RE 
UP TO STRENGTH AGAIN. 


THE JOURNEY HOME SEEMED ENDLESS 
TO THE MEN OF THE GLIDER PILOT a 
REGIMENT. BUT AT LAST ENGLAND CAME 
AIR RAID BEGAN...§ 


BY) MUST FORGET 
ABOUT ANDY ~~ 77S 


WOO NO GOOD. THE QUICKER 
PM IN-ACTION AGAIN THE 
BETTER / 
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‘SOME REINFORCEMENTS WERE ALREADY : ALL SET P 


WAITING FOR THEM WHEN halen DISEMBARKED . LET'S GO~- 
PES THE CONVON’'S 


MOVING OFF. 


= THAT'S Ras 
ANDY’S SEAT--” ff 


THE YOUNG GLIDER PILOT WITH A SMILE OF THANKS , 
STEPPED FORWARD A LITTLE SERGEANT BILL. WRIGHT 
UNCERTAINLY... CLIMBED INTO THE JEEP... 


LL ENO UP_IN THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 
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IN THE DAYS OF STRENUOUS TRAINING THAT 
FOLLOWED THEIR MEETING, THE THREE OLD 2Z 
COMRADES FOUND THEMSEVES TEAMED UP 


WITH THE NEWCOMER. 


= 


YES, HE FITS IN 


an 4 ze 1 f 
ZEA? WOUNG._ BILL'S Z WELL WITH US ~~ 
ZZ 2 ALL RIGHT--AMO ALMOST LIKE HAVING 


GLIDER PILOT. 


‘ ANDY KK... 
HE'S A_ BORN F DY BAC | 


THE GREAT 
ONSLAUGHT 

ON OCCUPIED 
EUROPE WAS 
CLOSE AT HAND, 
AND THE STRAIN 
WAS TELLING ON 
LARRY VINCENT. 


| HATE TO SAY THIS, MON,\ VE NOTICED IT, 
BUT LARRY’S FLYING HAS /TOO. | THINK HE’S 
BEEN ROTTEN LATELY. BROODING OVER 
° ANDY’S DEATH, 


~ YOU TOLD ME ABOUT 

THAT, CRASH~~ AN UNFORTUNATE 

BUSINESS. BUT, LARRY’S A GOOD 

GLIDER PILOT/ HE’LL PUT HIS : 
LOAD DOWN SAFELY... 
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THEIR COMPANY COMMANOER D-DAY DAWNED AND THE 
HAD NOTICED IT ALSO. AIRBORNE TROOPS BOARDED 

— THE GLIDERS, NERVES KEYED 
PLL BE ALLX WE NEED EVERY FOR THE ORDEAL AHEAD... 
RIGHT, SIR. = ; 
ONCE PM IN : IW SERGEANT | HOPE YOULL 
THE AIR 
| HAVE NO 


TROUBLE. 1 WANT MY MEN 
FIGHTING FIT 
WHEN WE LAND J: 














AT LAST, THE TENSION OF 
WAITING WAS BROKEN BY THE 
BAROTAS: ENGRES AS THEY == Ez 
7OSK OFF. ae THis IS IT! 
—— WE'RE OFF 
AT LAST ! 
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LARRY VINCENT'S GLIDER TOOK OFF 
IN THE FIRST FLIGHT. THE SECOND 
FOLLOWED, WITH JOCK STANDISH 
AT THE CONTROLS OF HIS GLIDER. 


QUT” THOSE FIRST TWO FLIGHTS WERE 
SCARCELY AlREORNE WHEN LARRY VINCENT 
FELT AUS GLIDER SERK VIOLENTLY ++. | 


GOOD GRIEF / 
THE _TOW LINE'S 
PARTEO 4 
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THE E WAS STRUGGLING WITH ALL HIS STRENGTH 
AND SKILL TO .HOLD THE HEAVY GLIDER LEVEL... 


| MUST DODGE THE 
PLANE ~~ | CAN'T TAKE 
ALL THOSE OTHERS , 

WITH US, AS WELL / 


BY DINT OF VIOLENT MANOEUVRES 
THEY EVADED A COLLISION, PLANE 
ANO GLIDER SCRAPING INCHES PAST 


EACH OTHER. p ~ 
MISSED THE >) 
TUG ~~BUT THE 
GLIDER «2s: 
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EVERYTHING WAS HAPPENING WITH 
~BUT IN 





ANO 748, GOINGS 
FO WT MNS 


WITH A SPLINTERING CRUNCH, THE TWO GLIDERS COLLIDED,VINCENT'S 
CRAFT TEARING A HUGE.SECTION OF STANDISH’S WING AWAY IN TORN 


ANDO TUMBLED WRECKAGE. 
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WRESTLING INSTINCTIVELY 
WITH HIS CONTROLS, LARRY 








FOR JOCK STANDISH AND THE UNFORTUNATE 
MEN HIS GLIDER CARRIED, THE END OF THE [RY 
WAR CAME IN A SINGLE SMASHING IMPACT. /-<d 
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SO 0-DAY. CAME AND WENT FOR LARRY VINCENT. 
THE COURT OF ENQUIRY. FOUND NO BLAME WAS 
ATTACHING TO HIM, BUT HE FRETTED WITH 
FRESH BITTERNESS AGAINST THE FATE 

. ENMESHING HIM... - 


IT’S NO GOOD, CRASH ~~ 
| CAN’°T GET OVER JOCK 
GOING LIKE THAT. 
47 COLLIDED WITH HIM ~~ 
IT HAD TO BE ME/ 


W 
ig [Z TOWLINE PARTING. 
. om £i 





=> 
\ DON’T BE 
LAY SILLY, LARRY / YOU 
BN COULON’T HELP THE 


EVEN HIS SLEEPING MOMENTS WERE 
HAUNTED BY THE MEMORY OF THIS NEW 


QUIET, LARRY-- 
YOU'RE HAVING 
y NIGHT MARES 
bur Se Y a tag 
TOUT OF P “ 
OF We way 7 DEY» GE CACKS 
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THERE’S A 
RUMOUR WE'RE 
GOING IN TO F 
SUPPORT THEM. 


wf ARE BREATHING FIRE 
a AND SLAUGHTER 
WAITING TO GO IN... 
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LARRY’S PILOTING SKILL WAS WORKING 
WITH MECHANICAL EFFICIENCY, BUT HIS § 
MIND WAS FILLED WITH APPREHENSION. § 


COMING UP ~~ ANO SO 
FAR EVERYTHING HAS 


WihL ATS SINX, 
| SELECT NEXT > 


FRAIL. GLIDERS ANDO THEIR 
SLOW TUG-PLANES. 
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THEN THE TOWS WERE SLIPPED AND 
THE GLIDERS SWOOPED FREE; PLANING 
DOWNWARDS TO THEIR OBJECTIVES. 





WITH SURE, CAPABLE HANDS, LARRY}. 
HELO HIS GLIDER ON ITS RUN IN. 
A PERFECT APPROACH... 


STEADY «~STEADY ~~ 
GET THE SPEED 
DOWN. HOL.O HER 
OFF~~GENTLY,.. 
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THEN IT WAS SKIDDING TO 
A HALT ~*SAFE AND SOUND. 
ALREADY OTHER HORSAS 
WERE, DISCHARGING THEIR 
Pecos OF FIGHTING 

M . 


DOWN ~~ AND 
NOW THE ROUGH 
STUFF_REALLY 

BEGINS / 


HIS. JEEP AND AMMUNITION CARGO 
WERE SOON BEING UNLOADED BY THE 


POLISH SKYTROOPS. 
. GET THIS.STUFF 


ON THE JEEP 
FAST! WE MUST 
GET THE AMMO 
DOWN TO THE 
BRIDGEHEAD / 
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BUT AT THAT MOMENT, ENEMY 
GUNS BEGAN TO RANGE ON TO 





WHEN HE CAME TO HIS SENSES; 
HE WAS SURROUNDED BY 

DESOLATION. BUT THE BATTLE 
HAD ONLY JUST’ STARTED... 


ALL GLIOER PILOTS 










SOON, HE ANO HALF A DOZEN GLIDER 
PILOTS HAD GATHERED BY A RAILWAY 
EMBANKMENT THAT BARRED. THEIR WAY TO 
THE BRIDGE AND THE MAIN BULK OF THE 
BRITISH FORCES. 


\ 
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THEN THEY FOUND A CULVERT BENEATH THE 
EMBANKMENT ANDO WERE ABLE _TO MAKE THEIR WAY 
INTO THE HEART OF THE BATTLEGROUND. 


{COME ON! WE 
MUST JOIN UP 
WITH THE. MAIN 
FORCES AROUND 

THE BRIDGE / 


THE BRIDGE OF ARNHEM, THE VITAL LINK FOR WHICH 
THE BRITISH AIRBORNE DIVISION FOUGHT SO HARD, 
TOWERED ABOVE THE SMOKE... 


RE = 
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THERE WAS FIERCE FIGHTING ABOUT] | BUT THE AIRBORNE HELO ON 
THE GREAT BRIDGE AS THE NAZIS GRIMLY ~~THROUGH EIGHT LONG 
FLUNG EVERYTHING THEY HAD DAYS AND NIGHTS = 5 
AGAINST THE SLENDER LINE OF wT” WE'LL HOLD 
BRITISH PARATROOPS : 





A BY THE RIVER , 
R WATER, = ee 
: — a 


D 


in 
v, 
¢ 
wenn: +" 


MUST q 
FERRET OUT THESE 
7 ENGLANDER RATS ! 
FIRE AT EVERY F 
GLIMPSE OF THEM. 


STUBBORNLY THOUGH THEY FOUGHT, THE. 
AIRBORNE WERE BEING COMPRESSED INTO 
A SMALLER AND SMALLER PERIMETER~~ 
ANNO STILL TH SECOND AO 


AR: 
WO7 BROKEN THROUGH) TO THEN. 
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AT LAST, THE ORDERS CAME FOR | JIN THE FIERC 
THE REMNANTS OF THE ALLIED TING THAT RAGED ALT 
FORCE TO WITHDRAW. 


WE'RE NOT GOING \WE’LL MAKE 
(TALL 












SURE _IT IS / 
BUT WE’LL COME 
THROUGH, BILL» £ 

YOu'’LL SEE J 


KEEP TOGETHER; 
YOU GLIDER Ag 
“PILOTS. 





NOTHING SEEMS TO 
WORRY. CRASH J I'VE 
GOT TO HANG ON UNTIL 
WE’RE BACK IN OUR 
OWN LINES ~~ CAN'T , 
LET THE LADS DOWN. 





KEEP IT QUIET 
@ THERE / UERRY’S GOT 
SPANDAUS ZEROED. IN 
ALONG HERE. TREAD 
CAREFULLY / 
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SERGEANT VINCENT, CHARLTON AND AT THAT MOMENT, LARRY 
WRIGHT REACHED THE RIVER VINCENT’S FOOT SLIPPED ON THE 
TOGETHER AND PREPARED FOR MUDDY SLOPE OF THE RIVER 


THE! IM.“ ABOUT THEM, THE BANK AND HE TOPPLED WITH A 
eee oe nag SPLASH INTO THE WATER. 


NIGHT BREATHED MENACE... 


WHAT’S KEEPING } 

YOU, CRASH P 

, THIS WATER’S 
COLD J 


NOISE BACK 
THERE / 


WAS IT MERE COINCIDENCE OR WAS LARRY VINCENT’ 
JINX WORKING AGAIN P AT THAT MOMENT, A 
SPANDAU_ OPENED UP VICIOUSLY FROM SOME 

J OISTANCE ALONG THE BANK. 


DARN IT/ A SPANDAU / 
BUT HE COULON’7 HAVE 
HEARD ME ~«HE’S MUCH 

TOO FAR AWAY... 


WHETHER HE HEARD 
YOU OR NOT HE’S 
REALLY PUTTING A 
BARRAGE DOWN. 
WHERE'S CRASH > 
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BUT A_STRAY BULLET FROM THAT 


HE WAS ABOUT TO TAKE 
WATER.» 


LARRY VINCENT LOOKED 
BACK IN TIME TO SEE HIS 
FRIEND TOPPLE LIFELESS 
INTO THE MUO. 


SF HE'S BOUGHT IT! 

IWHOEVER’S FAULT 

IT WAS ....CRASH 
«tS OEAO/ 
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Chapter 4. 


: — = THAT WINTER, THE SHATTERED 
SS Z@ STRENGTH OF THE GLIDER PILOT 
E : ‘ 4 REGIMENT WAS GRADUALLY 
RESTORED. BUT FOR LARRY 
VINCENT, EACH DAY MARKED A 
FRESH PERIOD OF DOUBT AND 
QUESTIONING ... 


VE GOT A GREMLIN 
RIDING ME / 


\Y 
\ 


BUT NO MATTER HOW HE 
MULLED OVER THE PROBLEM 
TORTURING HIM, LARRY COULD 
FINO NO SURE ANSWER... 


AT 
\ 
AN 


CRASH NEVER BLAMED ME % 
FOR ANDY ANDO JOCK~~ AND § 
BILL. WRIGHT’S NOT SAID A 
SINGLE WORD. THERE’S 
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AS THE WINTER PASSED AND THE SPRING OF 1945 DAWNED, 
THE BRITISH. ARMY PREPARED FOR THE LAST GREAT LEAP 
ACROSS THE RHINE INTO NAZI GERMANY... 


DEAD ON TARGET... 
THERE WON’T BE MANY 
PANZERS LEFT AFTER 

THAT LITTLE LOT/ 


THE MORE WE CAN 

BREW UP NOW THE 

LESS THERE’LL BE TO 
WORRY THE ARMY WHEN _ , 
THEY GET INTO GERMANY. 


YOU DON’T HAVE 
TO BE.A FORTUNE- 
TELLER TO KNOW 

WHERE THEY'RE 

GOING / 


AND YOU’LL 
BE ONE OF THE 
FIRST ACROSS THE 
BRIDGE, MY_LUCKY 
LAOS +-AF7ER THE 1 
} \ AIRBORNE, OF COURSE: 
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THE AIRBORNE WERE GIRDING THEMSELVES ONCE 
AGAIN FOR THE FRAY ~+~ANO THE GLIDER PILOTS 
WERE IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE PREPARATIONS. 


5l 











IT WON'T BE LONG 

NOW, LARRY / ONCE WE’RE 

INTO GERMANY THE WAR'S Ven oni 
ALMOST OVER. | ONLY HOPE BILL L BE, 
'M ALIVE TO. SEE THE END. nie Ne : 


BILL'S REMARK UNSETTLED LARRY |DISMAYED, LARRY VINCENT STARED 
MAKING HIM UNSURE OF WRIGHT’S AT THE OTHER SERGEANT PILOT. 
.| CONTINUED FRIENDSHIP ... 


OF COURSE THEY WERE MY 
YOU'VE HARDLY FRIENDS ~~AND SO ARE YOU, BILL/ 
SPOKEN A WORD YOU DON'T HAVE TO REMIND ME 
OF WHAT HAPPENED. D’YOU THINK 
CAN FORGET >? 


EXCEPT THAT NO~-NO, | DON’T! \@ 
| KEEP THINKING BUT THEY WERE 
OF CRASH AND YOUR FRIENDS AND 
JOCK ~~ AND OF EACH ONE DIED WITH 
4 ANDY, WHO_| NEVER YOU AROUND. EACH 


kJ KNEW. THEY WERE ONE DIED BECAUSE 
y \ALL ‘YOUR FRIENDS. OF YOU... he 


Zo 
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SHAKEN BY THE STARTLING 
REVELATION OF BILL WRIGHT’S 
TRUE FEELINGS, LARRY VINCENT 
FOUGHT TO KEEP A GRIP _ON 
HIMSELF, BUT THE OTHER WENT 
ON REMORSELESSEY » 


YOU KILLED 

YOUR FRIENDS, 
LARRY~~YOU SAID 
SO YOURSELF. 
WELL, KEEP AWAY 
FROM ME ON THIS 
OP, WILL YOU > A 












V4 LISTEN, BILL ~~THEY WERE ALL 
ACCIDENTS THAT COULD HAVE 
HAPPENED TO ANYONE / I'M NO 
) JINX ~-YOU DON’T HAVE TO 









FEAR ME / 


FEAR_YOU P 
YOU'RE NOTHING 
BUT A MURDERER! 


AT THAT, LARRY VINCENT EXPLODED 
IN ANGER AND FRUSTRATION. 





WITHOUT ANOTHER GLANCE 
AT THE MAN WHO HAD 

CALLED HIM A MURDERER, 
LARRY STRODE FROM THE 
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HELLO! WHAT’S 
UP WITH _SARN’T 
VINCENT P HE LOOKS 
MAODER THAN A 
BEAR STUNG BY 
BEES / - 


7 IF THAT’S WHAT 
~ FRIENDSHIP 
5 COSTS, THEN, 
oS LET’S FINISH IT. 
Se ey AT LEAST | WON'T 
Vee KILL BILL WRIGHT 


NOW 


WRIGHT / | HOPE_HE’S 

NOT GOING TO CUT 
UP ROUGH NOW, JUST. 
WHEN WE’RE OFF / 


BUT JUST AS THE 
GREAT ARMADA 
WAS ABOUT TO 
SET OFF, BILL 
WRIGHT WALKED 
UP TO LARRY. 


LARRY, I’M SORRY 

FOR WHAT | SAID. 

YOU WERE RIGHT TO 
LAND ME ONE... 
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BRIEFLY, IN THOSE Ey eee WE'RE STILL FRIENDS 
TENSE, PRE-FLIGHT = f ANDO PLL RUN THE 





MOMENTS, A_ SMILE 
TOUCHED THE GRIM 
FACES OF BILL year 


: THANKS, BILL / 
Y IT'S DONE ME 
Ke GOOD TO HEAR THAT. 
BUT YOU LOOK ROUGH. 
B\ | SHOULON’T HAVE HIT 
YOU SO HARD ... 


THERE WAS NO TIME FOR MORE. SOON, THE TUG PLANES WERE 
TRAILING THEIR FRAGILE LOADS INTO THE SKY. THE GLIDER PILOTS 
WERE OFF ONCE MORE ~~ THIS TIME 7O GERMANY ¢ 
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THEY CROSSED THE CHANNEL AND PRESSED ON INTO 
A_ SKY POCKMARKED WITH FLAK BURSTS. THEN 
LARRY’S GLIDER WAS RELEASED... 











BoY/ THIS IS, 
A_ROUGH ONE : 
THERE'S THE LANDING 


ZZ ZONE , THOUGH / 


4 


THE HORSAS WERE LANDING ALL OVER 
THE EASTERN BANKS OF THE RHINE 
AND LARRY THREADED HIS WAY 
SKILFULLY ACROSS THE LANDING ZONE, 
SEARCHING FOR A CLEAR STRETCH OF 
GROUND. 


HOLD ON, 


BACK THERE / , 
WE'RE GOING IN! 





Crash Landing 


THEY WERE OULY EET 
OFF TOUCHOOWN WHEN 
Brsasvae STRUCK os. 


WEVE BEEN 17! 
THE CONTROLS 
ARE SAMMEO! 


ZU) 


yy 















OUT OF CONTROL, LARRY’S GLIDER 
LURCHED ROUND IN A SHALLOW 
BANK. THEN, STATIONARY BEFORE 
HIM HE SAW ANOTHER HORSA ~~ AND 
RECOGNISED THE NUMBER ON THE 
FUSELAGE. 


GOOD GRIEF! THAT'S 
CAL. WRIGHT'S 9 ial 
1M GOING TO HIT HIM / 
7G, NOTHING 
CAW OO 70 


STOP 47.7 
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IN A VICIOUS RIPPING OF METAL AND 
FABRIC THE GLIDERS CRASHED 
TOGETHER IN A TUMBLED RUIN -.- 


WHEN LARRY VINCENT DRAGGED 
HIMSELF BACK TO THE PRESENT 
FROM THOSE NIGHTMARE 
MEMORIES, THE MEDICAL OFFICER 
STARED AT HIM UNOERSTANDINGLY. 


DON’T YOU SEE > 
PM A JINX ~~ 


(kil My, 
FRIENOS | 


NOW | CAN UNDERSTAND 
WHY YOU WALKED OUT OF 
THE SMOKE OF BATTLE 
WITHOUT REMEMBERING WHAT 


UNDER AN INTOLERABLE BURDEN J@ 


SUDDENLY, THE MAJOR: BENT 
CLOSER, HIS WORDS SLOW AND 
EARNESTLY SPOKEN. 


NJ 

KNOW LISTEN TO ME / IT WAS NOT 
PRIMARILY YOUR FAULT THAT 
ANY OF YOUR FRIENDS DIED ~~ 
NOT EVEN ANDY / YOU’VE BEEN 
TORTURING YOURSELF 
UNNECESSARILY! YOU ARE 

7 A SINX !/ AND LL 
PROVE IT TO YOU... 


) 
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THE MAJOR BECKONED TO SOMEONE 

WHO WAITED IN THE SHADOWS. SLOWLY, 

ALMOST. FEARFULLY, LARRY VINCENT Z 
LOOKED UP... : ZVa\ 


| NEVER WENT ON 

THE OP, LARRY...YOUR “<< | 
PUNCH MUST HAVE BEEN 
WORSE THAN | THOUGHT. 


| JUST KEELED OVER AND 
CAPTAIN EVANS TOOK ME 
OFF THE FLIGHT. | DION’ T 


A GREAT SURGE OF RELIEF AND THANKFULNESS 
SWEPT OVER LARRY VINCENT THEN... 





THE WAR’S NEARLY 

OVER ~~ THERE’S 
NOTHING MORE TO 
WORRY ABOUT / 


gq NEVER AGAIN WOULD 
LARRY VINCENT PILOT 
A GLIDER INTO BATTLE~~ 
AND PERHAPS THAT_WAS 


SAVED S/4L 
WHIGHT'"S LIFE / 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 229—TRAIL OF THE AVENGER No. 231—A CAGE OF TIGERS 















The Cromwell tank blazed a path of Again and again, the Nazi desert 
glory in its last great action and the commando pierced the British line— 
destinies of each one of its crew was they had to be destroyed, whatever the 
fulfilled. cost ! 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 230—NO RETREAT 
Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
2nd March, are :— 
No. 232—MISSION—SURVIVAL No. 234—TO STRIKE AGAIN 
No. 233—UP IN ARMS No. 235—GHOST PAN ZERS 





SUPER ER EE PSG APRS CEPR RES 
BRN RS RE EL RRO, 


DIFFERENT 
STAMPS 


FROM ALL OVER 


CBRE REECE DES BOR: CREE RTS 
FLARE BY 8 NACIONAL 






Fabulous bargain offer includes many superb sets of unusual 
stamps : TOGO Stamp Centenary set of 3 (Show rare old 
German Colonial stamps !) MONGOLIA Stupendous 
Rocket set of 2. RUSSIA scarce 1944 Allied Flags (Value 
3/-). ALBANIA old imperforate set of 3. GT. BRITAIN 
1936 Edward VIII set of 3 ; 1937 Coronation. CHILE mint 
airmail set of 3. UPPER WOLTA—diamond shape. 
CAMEROONS Telstar. Dozens of other fascinating stamps 
from all over the world. Grand total of 120 all different (worth 
8/6 plus) all yours for only | /- to introduce our bargain approvals. 
(Approvals are the most interesting and economical way to 
build a collection. Selections of stamps are sent to you for 10 


days free inspection. Buy what you want, return the rest.) 
SEND COUPON WITH 1/- TODAY. OR WRITE ASKING FOR LOT P. 30. a 


BROADWAY | ENCLOSE 1/-, RUSH ME 120 different stamps. Send a 
selection of Bargain Approvals for free examination. 


APPROVALS 





50. DENMARK HILL, 
LONDON.S.E.5. 
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